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Zoshigaya Study 10
Characteristics of Zoshigaya Play-park operated by the NPO Machizukuri
and its effect on changes in the usage of public space
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Abstract Younger families have recently increased markedly in Zoshigaya, and participation in the local
community by new residents is an issue there. Zoshigaya Play-park provides an opportunity for new residents to
participate in the community. The aim of this paper was to discuss characteristics of this play-park operated by the
NPO Machizukuri and its effect on changes in usage of public space. This paper describes events leading to the
founding of the Zoshigaya Play-park. The Play-park succeeded in the short term due to the characteristics of
Machizukuri NPO. The NPO is a network of diverse members, it has a flat structure, and members provide mutual
support. Members of the group communicate with one another, and that communication is predicated on the
participation of Machizukuri experts and diversity. In addition, the Play-park has affected the usage of public parks.
Residents conducted a disaster prevention drill using the newly installed Kamado benches (which double as grills
in an emergency) and can quickly identify and respond to risky play by children.
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Fig.1 Population of children age 9 and under in blocks 1, 2,
and 3 of Zoshigaya
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Table 1  Group operating the Play-park

EE A N=188
Ifiéii?EJJtLTEBﬁi&lﬁi%?’(u%?:ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ 59.6%
BIIL—T

BERBEVSEELLAVTRERT IL—T 14.9%
T B 2.1%
TELEORMEES 2.1%
Z0H ([\lPO EAN, TEEEIE%, NEEEE, 21.3%
KE, RTEERBALE)

HEREFRERTFHEZABASRBEVE VUGS £ 7 B SR
5 SCYEBEK
ERERE REHME 2016 F11~1 A

Table 2 Activities operated by Zoshigaya Hiroba Club
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Fig.2 Number of attendees to the Zoshigaya Play-park
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Table 3 Events leading to the founding of the Zoshigaya Play-park
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